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early 500 alpacas and ___ visitors flocked to the 
Telford International Centre on 5-6 March to visit the 
British Alpaca Society National Show.

Now its in ___ year, the spectacular showcase of 
the alpaca industry boasted the best of British alpacas and fibre, 
welcoming owners from around the country as well as members of 
the public intrigued by the wonderful world of camelids.

With the opportunity for members to meet like-minded people 
and gain advice from alpaca owners around the globe, the weekend 
offered displays, exhibitions, workshops and lectures for everyone to 
enjoy, as the largest BAS Show to date.

Grown to accommodate increased demand, trade stands gave 
visitors a break from the halter classes to browse stalls including 
health, nutrition and machinery.

The halter classes were tandem judged by USA based Jude 
Anderson and Mary-Jo Smith of Bozedown Alpacas for Huacaya 
classes, and the BAS’ Jay Holland alongside Australian Suri breeder 
Angela Preuss judging the Suri classes, with both proving to be an 
excellent team.

Supreme Champion Huacaya and Best of British winning alpaca 

was awarded to Alpaca Farm Eggnog owned by The Alpaca Farm, 
while Supreme Champion Suri and Best of British Suri went to 
Popham Suri Carlos owned by Popham Alpacas.

Held at the International Centre for the third year, this was the 
biggest BAS Show to date. The fleeces made a magnificent display 
as the show was all in one room for the very first time instead of the 
previous separate areas. Other new features included a large screen, 
sponsored by Alpaca Showtime, which televised the entire show 
enabling visitors to get a closer look at halter classes and an insight 
into how the judges assess each animal.

Organised by Bev Morgan of the BAS Fibre Committee and 
sponsored by Penrose Products, the Fibre Zone hosted a stunning 
display of what can be produced from both Suri and Huacaya fibre, 
displaying yarns, cushions, clothing, bags, hats and woven cloth, and 
showcasing the versatility of the fibre. It also inspired alpaca owners 
to be more creative with their fibre and consider different marketing 
methods.

Penny Watkin, an alpaca owner from Devon who uses left over 
fleece to create needle felted toy animals, hit the jackpot after winning 
first, second and third place in the Fibre Zone competition, going on 

to win the Penrose Fibre to Product Award. 
The Fibre Zone also included a number of demonstrations from 

fleece experts Val Fullerlove and Emma Taylor, including fibre dying 
and examples of different processing methods, which proved popular 
with owners keen to learn more about their fibre.

Prize winning fibre from the Fleece competition (see page ___) 
showcased  the world class quality of alpaca fibre produced in the 
UK. The Fleece Show, judged by Jude Anderson and Tim Hey, and 
organised by Julia Corrigan-Stuart, saw 190 entrees but Houghton 
Hall came out top, winning both Huacaya Supreme Champion Fleece 
with Houghton Master General, and Suri Supreme Champion Fleece 
with Houghton Maddox.

New to 2016, Saturday afternoon saw the Junior Handler 
Masterclass and workshop with Angela Preuss and Jay Holland 
teaching the younger generation how to present their animals and 
judging the best handler. This was won by ____ .

Over 130 guests attended the black tie dinner sponsored by The 
Alpaca Stud with a champagne reception and speakers including 
Ron Mackintosh who thanked all sponsors and members of the show 
committee who put so much work into a great weekend. This was 

followed by the evening’s entertainment of The Fawlty Towers Trio.
A silent auction of specially knitted Miss Alpaca 2016, by Donna at 

Honeyfield raised money for the charity of choice, Severn Hospice, 
as did raffle tickets and all door takings from the weekend, totaling 
£____.

The shows success is thanks to the committee and its members for 
the ongoing support, without exhibitors, volunteers and sponsors the 
prestigious event would not be at the level it is today. 

The BAS would like to say a big thank you sponsors Wilcox 
@ Edgemere, Ashwood Alpacas, Beck Brow Alpacas, Fowberry 
Alpacas, Houghton Hall Alpacas and Inca Alpacas for their ongoing 
support. 

Thanks also goes to photographers Chris Agar and Ken Freivokh 
for taking some wonderful pictures. 

Retiring chair of the National Show Committee, Barbara 
Hetherington also deserves thanks. Philippa Collett said: “We couldn’t 
have done it without her.”

The next National Show will be held on 25 and 26th March 2017. 
Details and available sponsorships will be posted on the website after 
summer.
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